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AN, BA1SBRELAIC 38: 1-38, 2] X% # Richard Bauckham ] The
Bible and Ecology: Rediscovering the Community of Creation — %I TIXEA L
A S B, Rl B R BN FEE RS (cosmos humility) , LA
T AN OAEF (anthropocentric vision of the cosmos) i IEE.

AIEAT TP KRG A6 4 4 FAEAT B SR BORMPAT 1 . IXRAT & B b
MIBCR, BB BRI 0 FER AR I ST 5, s AR AT DA [ N 2R I A i 3
TR SN SRR B R 2 o

IS I (6 H 16 H-6 H 30 H)

F—, REILRNEIRAFRBF XS, BAEHLPRESHER L

B, RFILRAERESG DR B — M ASPAE TR BIRERT 2, SRiLE
R

B BWIRR bR, BARHE, s A HUE A R I RN

E0Y, AARTIE =IgwmEE S, REGSEE G RN,

FEH, SREWRATUIERTE L HINMER “EBHMNHSS5RZHARNE” B

E

— EZRIETEMAESHEN

S AW ] X4 %34 Richard Bauckham [) The Bible and Ecology:
Rediscovering the Community of Creation —F %t TZ1{Hic 38: 1-38 .

(1) Erpfli&zH 7 FEHPF (cosmosorder) , AZELE AT A 22 T8 A0 o
B (cosmos humility) . X575 PRI HfPLLE the further reflection (2) B AG B /NG o

(2) M (4) F5gifE 7 T H AN OLME (anthropocentric vision of the cosmos)
FZIEH; decentre, 75 3]  ErxHitXBRIGER B, “FHOEE”

(otherness of the cosmos) , A& AR5

Bt B 525 T A 2SO T NGB, JLPRAE M R B iE kR T AN . (Y4
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. RTVEHIRBIN dark matter, KFA[LLEH

(9 I the further reflection (1) ) (4E
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Jamos to a very small degree from God's perspective, we realise
9 are not God. Humility is not a popular virtue in our culture of
Ifrassertion. But in this context it is something essential to being
foperly human. To be human is to have a limited place in the 1T
”Bwn scheme of things, a less limited place than many other 3»7%;
flgacures, but limited nonetheless.
(4) This is a far from anthropocentric vision of the cosmos. Most 4 A<

the teatures of creation described do have some relevance to @. Al
\ g

bman life, but hardly any reference js made to this i
, mﬁsnn.‘;::mcaﬁaa thatis what it is quite independently of . —w
, The eftect on Job must be to decentre him away from his

occupation with his own case.” He is taken out of himself and

Bod is the otherness of the cosmos, precisely that it is not a human
(5) God’s barrage of questions designed to put Job in his place
Might seem brutal. In seeking to induce humility in Job, is God
imply humuliating the man? In a sense the rhetoric of the passage

LLACALL G0 AU LUy AL VEAREL VR UL S LA A AL s e

REFLECTIONS ON JOB 38:1-38
Before we continue with the rest of the speech as it turns to
brutal, even in places sarcastic, but at the same time there is no
ication of anger on God’s part. What most distinguishes God’s
eech from mere brutality is the imaginative effect of the poetry.

animals, we will pause for some reflections on the depiction of I
physical cosmos that we have read:

(1) The characteristic of the cosmos that is at the forefront of
descriptions is cosmic order. God has designed and maintain:

\|||\||.
ordered creation in which the various creatures — inani

b is confronted imaginatively with all these aspects of the
foimos, almost as though he were actually taken to see them. This
what takes Job out of himself and overwhelms him with the
Ustness, the grandeur, the wildness and the order of things. The vw?
ect is stunning and humbling, but also healing, Job is being 7 wm
Jionfronted with the reality of how things are. For Job to realise his _ .
Etuc position in the scheme of things is painful, but the pain is the (1
rt of pain that can be necessary for effective healing. Job’s whole
nce towards the world and towards God is reorientated in a way 7

[

it no mere reasoning, but only encounter with otherness; can v WV_

B aa-ava -

& Two further reflections on the passage arise from reading Job in
I own context:

creatures so far, for the most part — have their allotted places.
order is not simply set up by God at the beginning. Hej
continuously active maintaining it. |

(2) What Job lacks is both knowledge and power, the latter
consequence of the former. In Francis Bacon’s words (at
origins of modern science): knowledge is power. Because Job dof
not understand he cannot control, whereas God in his infini
wisdom designed and also controls nature.

(3) The effect of this barrage of cosmic questions on Job (
readers of the book) must surely be cosmic humility. Before tlf
immensity and mystery of the creation we know ourselves to
creatures whose own place in the world is limited. Viewing

44 Putting Us in Our Pldg iting Us in Our Place 45



(1) What can we make of the fact that science can now explain
lot of what mystifies Job? We know pretty well, for example, hoj
the meteorological phenomena of this passage work. Our knowj
ledge of the universe has expanded vastly since Job’s time, b
nevertheless the difference is comparatively superficial. For ti
story of science is that each advance in knowledpe merely opeff
up new areas of mystery. As Arthur Peacocke puts it, ‘Our awan
ness of our ignorance grows in parallel with, indeed faster than,

growth in our knowledge.® John Maddox comments:

The big surprises will be the answers to questions that we g
are not yet smart enough to ask. The scientific enterprise i
an unfinished project and will remain so for the rest of
time.®

full of so-called dark matter, but still no one really has the sligh
idea what it is. The quest for a unified theory that will explain thy
whole universe (‘a theory of Everything’) shows no sign g
reaching its goal, and, even should it do so, would not in
explain everything, only the laws of sub-atomic physics.’® As Joh
Barrow argues, ‘“Theories of Everything are far from sufficient’§
unravel the subtleties of a universe like ours ... [T]here is more
Everything than meets the eye ! Moreover, there is no basis at
for supposing that human minds will some day be able to unde
stand everything. It is quite possible that they will come up ag
limits to knowledge that human minds are inherently incapablé

crossing. '2

(2) Gosmic humility is a much needed ecological virtue.'3
need the humility T recognise that our place in_the world
limited one. We need the humility ‘to walk more lightly on ¢ff
Earth, with more regard for the other life around us’.'"* We 11
the humility to recognise the unforeseeable risks of technolg

before we ruin the world in pursuit of technological fixes to all

problems. We need ngg@ ourselves as crea

within creation, not gods « over creation, the TEW:O i

that only God is God.

46 Putting Us in Our P,
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Presbyterian Church (USA)
Presbyterian Mission
Earth Care Congregations



Is your church active in earth care or interested in becoming more involved in being stewards of
God’s earth? Use “Earth Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches” to
find ideas for earth care projects.

To become certified as Earth Care Congregations churches take the “Earth Care Pledge” and
complete activities and projects in the fields of worship, education, facilities and outreach.
Submit your application (see below “getting started”) January 1-February 15 of the calendar year
in which you’d like to be certified.

SO LT R

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/
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https://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/environment/pdf/eccguidetogreeningchurches2013.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/environment/pdf/eccguidetogreeningchurches2013.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/environment/pdf/eccguidetogreeningchurches2013.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/earth_care_pledge-church.docx
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/
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