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@THE WILD ANIMALS IN GOD’S FIRST ADDRESS
TO JOB (38:39—39:30)

fter the ten strophes on the physical universe, God’s answer to Job

rns to animals, and asks Job to consider ten selected animals and

birds. The questions are much the same: does Job know, can he

fomprehend, can he control, as God does? But in the case of these

ving beings, there is also another question: can Job provide for
hese creatures, as God does?

=2 The lion and the raven (38:39-41)

‘Can you hunt the prey for the lion,
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
“'when they crouch in their dens,
or lie in wait in their lair?
“"'Who provides prey for the raven
when his fledglings cry to God,
and wander about for lack of food?’

9-4 The mountain goat (ibex) and the deer (39:14)

‘Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?
Do you observe the calving of the deer?

*Can you number the months that they fulfill,
and do you know the time when they give birth,

*when they crouch to give birth to their offspring,
and are delivered of their young?

*Their young are strong, they grow up in the open;
they leave them and do not return’

) The wild ass (onager) (39:5-8)

‘Who set the wild ass free?
Who loosed the bonds of the swift ass,

“to whom T have given the steppe for his home,
the salt flats for his habitat?
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7He scorns the tumult of the city;
he hears no shouts from a driver.
#He ranges the mountains for pasture,
and searches for any green thing’

6 The wild ox (buffalo) (39:9-12)

‘Is the wild ox willing to serve you?
Will he spend the night by your crib?
°Can you tie him in the furrow with ropes,
or will he harrow the valleys behind you?
""Can you rely on his massive strength,
and leave your heavy labour to him?
'2Can you depend on him to come home,
and carry your grain to your threshing floor?’

7 The sand grouse'® (39:13-18)

‘The wings of the sand grouse rejoice,

her pinions and plumage are gracious.
14She lays her eggs on the earth,

and lets them be warmed in the dust,
*forgetting that a foot may crush them,

that a wild animal may trample them.
'6She makes her young grow hardy without her

and does not worry that her labour may be in vain.
7For God has denied her wisdom,

and given her no share in understanding.'®
""When she soars on high,

she laughs at the horse and its rider”

8 The war horse (39:19-25)

‘Do you give the horse his might?
Do you clothe his neck with mane?
2'Do you make him leap like the locust?
His majestic snorting is terrifying.
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2'He paws violently, exults in his strength,
he goes out to meet the weapons.

it 22He laughs at fear, and is not dismayed;

he does not recoil from the sword.
230n his back rattles the quiver,

the flashing spear, and the javelin.
2*With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground;

at the sound of the trumpet he cannot stand stll.
25When the trumpet sounds, he shouts “Hurrah!”

He smells the battle from afar,

the thunder of the captains, and the shouting’

‘Is it by your wisdom that the hawk soars,
m and spreads his wings toward the south?

#7s it at your command that the vulture mounts up
and makes her nest on high?

28She lives on the rock and makes her home
in the fastness of the rocky crag.

2From there she spies the prey;
her eyes see it from far away.

3Her young ones suck up blood;
and where the slain are, there she is.

REFLECTIONS ON JOB 38:39—39:30

We can now reflect on some aspects of this second half of God’s
first address to Job:

(1) We should notice how each of the animals is described in
ways quite specific to its species. We are not given visual descrip-
tions — readers are expected to know what the animals look like —
but we are given details, in many cases, of habitat, characteristic
behaviour, feeding, and treatment of the young. These features no
doubt continue the emphasis on the order of creation that was

. — e

prominent in the account of the physical universe. God has created
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" dominant over them? The human dominion assigned by God in
. Genesis 1:26 was over all living things. Norman Habel argues that ET7R
* God’s answer to Job subverts and undermines the Genesis Susammm *Mr
" of dominion.!8 At the very least we must say that it puts another ¥
side to the picture. It limits or ncvrmnm dominion, which seems A}.ﬁ ,
here to be limited to the animals that belong to the human A
world. It strikes a blow at the anthropocentrism and hubris that ‘QAm 4 |
are encouraged by treatment of the dominion as the only thing
- that needs to be said about the human relationship to other M
' creatures. It is also important that other creatures have their own oy 5\
: lives, given them by God, that can be fulfilled only in independ-~

each animal with its own proper habitat and way of life, means
sustenance and generational continuance. 3

(2) In the Old Testament there is usually a sharp distinction
between domestic animals, which belong to the human world}
and wild ani ich do not. All the animals in this passage aré

lcﬁ_\a with the only apparent oxnmngm the war horse. But the
wonderful description of the war horse (39:19-25) is devoted t
showing that in reality there is nothing tame or domestic about

him. His ferocity and courage are natural to him. He needs no
2

compulsion to play his part in battle. On the contrary, he evidently

(4% 4_?
ence of humans. Job is not the centre or the apex of the animal éﬁme

world. He is a creature among others.

. (4) The passage begins and ends with the predatory behaviour of

" carnivorous animals and in particular the feeding of their young
(38:39-41 and 39:26-30). At the beginning, the young lions wait

in their dens for their parents to bring them meat, while the raven

also seeks meat for its youngsters. At the end, the baby vultures

suck up the blood from the pieces of carrion their parent has

- brought them.?® Perhaps this close thematic link between the

. beginning and the end of the passage, such that the end puts one in “n@%s

enjoys it. This horse is very much his own horse. That he actua
has a rider is only obliquely indicated. Also especially notable i
this connection is the wild ox (39:9-12). Remarkably ani
uniquely among these descriptions, we are told nothing about the
wild ox except that he does not behave like his domestic cousin:
He will not be Job’s servant. Job cannot use him for wm:n:_En.,,
work as he does the domestic ox. This ox is wild by nature;
Similarly, it is the freedom of the wild ass that dominates the
description of him (39:5-8). He keeps well away from the human!
world, where _.:m domesticated cousin suffers often very burden=
some servitud¢’He runs free as God has made him. In general, nr-

— 1
point about the wildness of these ten animals is%iot that they are " mind of the beginning, is meant to suggest the cycle of nature in” B%%)
threats to humans (few of them were) but that they are entirely! ~ which death nourishes new life and new life could not continue g o
of humans. They have lives of their own. The without death. In any case, from the point of view of this passage, \??

the carnivorous nature of some animals is simply part of the } W
God-given order.?' Indeed, the opening verses suggest that it is Q U e
(3) As part of God’s answer to Job, these imaginative portraits off God himself who provides the prey for the lion and the raven. 4% u\e%
animals continue to decentre and reorient Job in his world. They: (5) Besides the function of this passage in putting Job in his r@ myps
do so perhaps more forcibly because they come closer to home. Il ~ place, there is surely another dimension of the descriptions.* ﬁ_,\mg/
a sense, the panorama of the physical world stated the obvious. Nof They express God’s sheer joy in his creatures, their variety and
one in Job’s world would have supposed they understood or nocE.,, idiosyncracies, the freedom of the wild ass and the massive strength
control those aspects of the cosmos. Job himself had come close to! of the wild ox and the horse, the soaring flight of the hawk and
admitting this in an earlier speech (26:7-14). The point was; even the apparent stupidity of the sand grouse. Their divine
obvious but still needed to be assimilated by Job if his hubris was to] designer and provider is also proud of nro:. independence, delights
be countered. In the case of the wild animals, on the other hand,! in their wildness and rejoices in the_unique value of each. Job is
might not Job have reasonably expected that he could become! invited to join God in this delight. This wild world of the animals,

provided for by humans. OOQ provides for them.
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so different from Job’s own world of sheep and camels, draws hi
out of himself into admiration of the other.

Four further reflections on the passage arise from reading Job
our own context:

(1) Itis no longer true that wild animals and birds such as these|
are so wholly free of any impact humans could have on them. We
have encroached on their habitats, which are no longer so out-of

bounds for humans as they were for Job. Species go extinct eve

day as a result of human activity, while/Climate change
most of life on this Earth and is likely t5Tead to the extinction
vast numbers of species. Like Job, we cannot tame the ,ST.
animals, but unlike Job we can either ensure or prevent the
survival, and so we have responsibilities for them that Job nev
had. We must preserve their habitat and respect their various ways:

(2) As in the case of the physical universe, our knowledge of!
these and other animals has, of course, increased vastly since Job’s

time. Ancient people did observe animals carefully, as these
descriptions show, but that observation was limited. Job cannot]
answer the question about the period of a mountain goat’s preg-
nancy because these shy animals in inaccessible habitats were not
easily observed (39:1-3). Now we can see far less accessible natural
events on television wildlife documentaries. But we still cannot §
understand fully how the hawk migrates. Mysteries remain. New:
species are still being discovered all the time. ]

Moreover, beyond factual scientific knowledge about animals;
there remains a greater mystery: the mystery of other beings. What |
is it like to be a wild ox or a sand grouse? God knows; we can only
very partially imagine. Among the descriptions in Job those of the |
ass, and especially the marvellous poem about the horse, are |
examples of imaginative portrayal of what it might be like to be |
one of these creatures so different from ourselves. The mystery i

4 34
Yl DY

~

remains.

(3) The descriptions presuppose that the animals are ‘subjects o
their own_lives’.?
b *V@ their anthropomorphisms, that is, in their attribution of human'

feelings and intentions to the animals (see 39:7, 13-18 and 21-25). !

The descriptions are in fact very restrained in |
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. of empathy wit

it only by means o m:ﬁrn omorphism
But only by 1o sQpomorphist: Rave we
us_creatures. Against a standard

other cons
— " —

todern critique of applying »:nrnovo_.:onm.?n language to ani-

~ ' mals, cognitive ethologist Marc Bekoff defends such language,

even in scientific study, on the grounds that we have no other way

of accessing the experience of animals. Renouncing anthropo-

morphism altogether is bound to Vanxﬁ_&:im

snimal behaviour in wholly mechanistic terms. To use anthropo-
—_—

morphic language need not imply that we recognise no difference
between our own feelings and those of animals; only that we
postulate something similar on the basis of the behaviour we
observe. For a horse to feel excitement and pleasure cannot be the
same as for us to do so; but it is reasonable to suppose the horse
experiences something of the sort: horse-excitement and horse-
fanthropomorphism

pleasure. Bekoff argues for the scientific
provided it is used carefully and”“biocentrically’sneaning that we

make every attempt to c:mn;ﬂm:a who animals are in their own

world.**

TOf course, there is no reason to expect such scientifically
cautious limits on the use of anthropomorphism in ancient poetry
like the book of Job, but as a matter of fact these biblical descrip-
tions of animals seem to come remarkably close to it. They do not
indulge in undisciplined projection of human thoughts and emo-
tions onto animals, but stay close to the animal’s observed behav-
{our, attributing only emotions quite plausibly expressed by this
behaviour. They respect the mystery of other beings, while treat-
jects with awareness and feelings akin to some of

ing them as sul

ve we any means at all /4w Nlb

IO
w_uismk

FoAR?

A 't

\/w) ﬂ.&w&

*®

AN A DA
our own.?® (For this reason, it is unfortunate that most Eomons
A

translations use the pronoun ‘it’” with reference to these animals;
the translation above, following Habel,® uses the personal pro-
nouns, ‘he’ and ‘she’, because they are more appropriate to the way
the descriptions treat the animals as subjects with awareness and
feeling.) This cautious degree of anthropomorphism is very
important for human relationships with other animals. It enables
us to recognise them as subjects of their own lives and not mere

objects for human use.
pelipi i L A L o

Putting Us in Our Place 53




o/?c Bill McKibben, noting that Job in this passage is called bot]
to cosmic_humility and%o share God’s delight in his creatio
makes a significant point about the need for both these ecologic

virtues in our current context of ecological crisis:

The challenge before us is to figure out how to link these |
two callings, these two imperatives from the voice in the ,
whirlwind — the call to humility and the call to joy. Each 7%
one, on its own, is insufficient. Humility by itself is an arid
negativism; a gleeful communion with the Earth around us 8

can quickly turn into some New Age irresponsibility ... But
| e R = TR TR =
nomunrﬂ.mua%unnnnimogw:@voioﬂm.__lvoimn?Nobo:mF,.,

perhaps, to start changing some of the deep-seated behavior$

two can go hand in hand.?”
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	本期转载了一篇网文，《紧急！地球进入“自毁模式”》，这篇文章使用了许多新闻报道，反映出地球环境的迅速恶化，即其对于自然生态和动植物和人类生命的巨大危机和摧毁，可谓是触目惊心！读后对于人类的罪恶和贪婪造成了生态危机产生强烈的气愤。也催促有信仰的人不要沉迷于鸵鸟心态，对其视而不见，麻木不仁。
	1. 《紧急！地球进入“自毁模式”！北极飙升至32 C！近5年经历史上最热！众多生物灭绝！澳洲已经开始了！》
	https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5NDM4MjM1MQ==&mid=2649463338&idx=3&sn=9fa5f3c4e3840272722cbb16b67646a0&chksm=88504a4abf27c35c4bdc2009aa6ec62f43ec429b03e566e0430758d3fb14b21d0e31108af1cf&mpshare=1&scene=24&srcid=0705kJkrN6McSPp4oCspNsNR&pass_ticket...
	2. 《迎接“全球挑战”，加拿大宣布从2021年开始“禁塑”》
	https://pit.ifeng.com/c/7nRLPfsHvAu

