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h laid upon them by their length and their position as the climax of
4God’s whole argument with Job.
Most contemporary scholars take the view that these are not

dinary animals [ike those in chapter 39, but mythical monsters, 9
: ‘ : e

This does not mean ignoring the features of the descriptions that ngt ¢«
#tlo recall the hippopotamus and the crocodile. Rather, the author

as certainly modelled his monsters partly on those real animals,?

ut also added features which would be quite unrealistic features if
Ithey were supposed to characterise the hippo and the crocodile.
U:m of the most obvious is that Leviathan breathes fire, a point
which the author hammers home through three whole verses

41:19-21).%° Some would say that such features are poetic embel- -
i lishments,®' but we should remember that there were no such
unrealistic embellishments in the descriptions of the animals in
Thapter 39. Introducing such embellishments now, in the accounts
: of Behiemoth and Leviathan, would surely undermine the case
being made. Job would be being intimidated, convinced that he
could not capture or control these animals, by means of fictional
additions to their real character. In fact, we know that hippos and

QHSQE

GOD’S SECOND ADDRESS TO JOB
(CHAPTERS 40—41)

Itis God’s second address to Job that finally brings Job to his sense:
Chapters 40 and 41 describe two fearsome animals called Be
moth and Leviathan. Who are these animals and what do they a
to God's argument with Job? They have often been identified
the hippopotamus and the crocodile, and there is a good deal m
the text to support that identification (especially 40:15; 40:21—2 .
41:13-17).?% If they are no more than the hippopotamus and th

crocodiles were successfully hunted in the ancient world. What
: God challenges Job to do would not be completely impossible if
only these two fearsome animals were in view.

Moreover, whereas the animals in chapter 39 are called by their
b ordinary names, Behemoth and Leviathan are not the names of
¢ ordinary animals. Behemoth is actually the plural form of the
; ordinary word for a four-legged mammal (behema), but the plural is
 here used as a singular. It must mean something like ‘The Animal’ 7
& or'the beast par excellence’ > Leviathan is undoubtedly the name of
& the primordial chaos monste (Ps. 74:13-14; Isa. 27:1), and it is O
actually used in this sense earlier in Job (3:8). The names — the first
thing we are told about each of these creatures — immediately

crocodile, the chapters 40—41 simply continue the same arg
ment already made in chapter 39. Behemoth and Leviathan :
evoked to reinforce the point made in chapter 39: that Job is ng
able to control wild nature. These are particularly ferocious wil

animals that Job must find it inconceivable that he could capture ¢ cause readers to think of monsters, not regular animals.
control or rule over. One problem with this view is that, unles If Behemoth and Leviathan are mythical monsters, what are

these very long and elaborate descriptions of Behemoth ang they doing here in God’s address to Job? Before turning to the
especially Leviathan make some point that chapter 39 has nof il texts, we must attend to the fact that God’s second address to Job
already made, their function does not seem equal to the stress tha includes another passage of argument before he gets to Behemoth,
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O roleasa village elder, dis ensing justicef(chapter 2

¢ Can Job rule the human world? [40:10-14) %

S i 1 e a1 i e A

r.n: can we say about these two monsters? Behemoth is nvn
onster of the land, supreme over all the land animals, while
eviathan is the sea monster, *king over all who are proud’f(41:34).
The description of Behemoth is much the shorter, suggesting that
Leviathan is the more important. Much of what is m,Bm of both
. monsters dwells on their stupendous strength, nr,n: complete
fearlessness, the impossibility of capturing or controlling nrn:._..nro
{mpossibility even of wounding or killing them. But the implica-

an argument important for understanding the two mo;
(40:10-14). In this argument, God challenges Job to rul
human world. This continues, in a way, the great panora

& creation in mgmm.%om has reminded Job of ho

cannot control the cosmos, the sup, the stars. the yveather or
0 iy, — S — -

caqumals. But what about the human world?

rather more plausible. Earlier in the book, Job ha

this on a world scale? In other words, could Job himstlf do wh
has comphained that God is not doing — rule the E

with justice, making sure that every sinner gets due pupis f
—
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‘Adorn yourself with majesty and dignity;

clothe yourself with glory and splendour.
"Unleash the fury of your wrath,

and look on all who are proud, and abase them,
“Look on all who are proud, and bring them low;

tread down the wicked where they stand.
“Bury them all in the dust together;

shroud their faces in the grave.
"“Then I will also acknowledge to you

that your own right hand can give you victory?

Of course, Job cannot do it. He lacks the power. The descriptig
of the wicked here as proud, a typical biblical way of referring
tyrants and oppressors, people who arrogantly behave as thoug
they were gods, is an Important point for its relevance at a lag
stage of our discussion.
After that discussion of the human world, God turns to Beh,
moth and Leviathan. He can hardly be just returning to mo
ammals. Their placing in the narrative must mean that these 2

another facet of creation altogether, one that Job can have no hopg
of ruling.

Tob2g (-2 )
o (o tY
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tion is also that there is just one who is indeed, unlike Job, able
capture and control these monsters: God.

Leviathan was a chaos monster, a personification of the destr
tive forces mn nature that threaten the order of God’s creation
These forces are most often in the Old Testament portrayed unde,
another image: the Sea. To ancient Israel the terrifying, destructi
power of the B.mﬂmonom: was the most dangerous thing th
knew in nature. So they thought of the primeval chaos as the
waters of chaos. God’s act of creation involved restricting the
waters of chaos within strict limits and so making room for the
order of the created world. But God did not abolish these forces
chaos: he confined them and continues to control them, to keep)
them within definite boundaries. Otherwise they would engulf
and destroy creation. The Old Testament tends to see them
always awaiting their opportunity to do that. Only at the end
history will God finally abolish chaos — dry up the Sea or slay

speech to Job includes, as we have noted, this theme of God’
containing the chaos waters and fixing impassable limits for then
(38:8—11; cf. also 2:12 and 26:12). There God addresses the Sei
us far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your _uao:e
(38:11). Significantly, the Sea’s waves are proud
The Sea is mlomu:rm@m»:mn 1t aspires to burst out of its limits,
rebel against God’s order. This is one point that connects the Sea in}
chapter 38 with Leviathan in chapter 41. Leviathan is closely ¢
associated with the primordial deep. He stirs it up to boiling point
E :31). When he rears up, his crashing waves terrify even ¢
heavenly beings /(41:25). The very last thing God says abouf
Leviathan — which 1s also the end of all God has to say to Job —
that ‘He looks down on all the arrogant; he is king over all who ar
proud’ (cf. also the reference to Leviathan’s boasting before God i iny
R: :12). Both the Sea and Leviathan Hn.vqnmo:%zrm forces of destruce]
tion in the world, both n_SScnn:mnanca or arrogant in theif!

waves be stopped’

.~
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/" of chaos Yhat continually threaten the created order. The message

~

ndeed is the - very prince of _dvaom. looking down from the
rn_wrﬁ of his own »nnowmm.Mn on all other proud creatures.

* As for Behemoth, he is probably best seen as another symbol of
prn forces of destruction in creation. The two figures — one

upreme on land, the other in the sea — make up a comprehensive

lymbol of the anti-God powers in creation, active both on land

“ind in the waters.> (It may be relevant to note that in Egyptian
. mythology both the hippopotamus and the crocodile appear as
?3: taken by the evil god Seth in his battle against the god

* Horus.* They correspond, therefore, to the place of Leviathan in

nrn Canaanite mythology to which Israel’s myth of Gods victory
bver the forces of chaos was indebted. ) Thus, whereas the first of
God’s speeches to Job focused on the order of creation, established
ind maintained by God, with only passing reference no%%nmwf
of destruction phat God keeps within boundgJ(38:8—11 and 38:15),
the second divine speech focuses all of Job’s attention oty the forces

seems to be that not only has Ooawmmm@égn also

he must win a final victory over themil(41:10~12).37 Whether
God’s S%ﬂ Leviathan described in these verses is under-
stood to be past or future is not of decisive significance. That God
has vanquished the forces of evil in the past, at creation, shows that
he is capable of doing so again whenever it may prove necessary to
secure his creation against destruction.®

Who are the proud over whom Leviathan rules? Some of them
at least must be the wicked described inf40:11-12, the proud
people whom God challenged Job to rule. In moving from that
passage to the descriptions of Behemoth and Leviathan, God
moves from the arrogant human sinners to the monstrous creatures
that voamoi®§n God. If Job wants to order
the universe more justly than God, then these are what he is up
against. Job has to realise that only God can cope with them. There
are forces of chaos and destruction in creation that God contains
and controls, but has not yet abolished. Job, in his ignorance of all
that God is doing in the wider world beyond his own preoccupa-
tions, has no way of understanding how God’s dealings are,

.U‘C.CWWv%\__\
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ultimately, just. He can know only that God has evil under con rG
and will in the end abolish it. ;

Thus, in this last part of God’s address, Job has to come to terix
with the darkest aspect of creation. Theological discussions of ?
non-human creation often raise the question whether there 4
anything like evil in the natural world, independently of hu
evil. These passages in Job may go as far as the Old Testament e
goes in answering that question. But there is a less speculatiyi
aspect to the matter. Norman Habel has argued that the
significance of the second speech of God is that Job ?Emoz. :
being compared with Behemoth and Leviathan. Job, in his arro
gant rebellion against God, questioning the order of creation Gox
has established, is like Behemoth and Leviathan, and God
silence Job as he did Leviathan:*®

As in a mirror, Job is shown Leviathan stirring up chaos. |
Yahweh is hinting that Job has taken on heroic proportions §
and that like a chaos figure he has roused Yahweh to appear
in a whirlwind and challenge him ... If Yahweh’s Lordship!
involves controlling the forces of chaos and evil in the
world, both of which he admits are present, Job needs to
recognize he is part of that world. He can either be like

Leviathan and stir chaos or be like God and seek to control..
ie.40

o

I do not find this reading convincing, because it runs contrary
the clear implication of the description of Leviathan: that Job h
no chance of controlling it. Job’s arrogance is challenged, not
inviting him to compare himself with Leviathan
him that he cannot vanquish or control Leviathan.
However, there is something to be learned from Habel’s id
nrun._ov is confronted with the option of being like Leviathan o
like God. While we contemporary humans, like Job, cannot in the
Tast resort defeat the destructive forces in creation, we can help to}
::_aumr them. Human actjon ﬁrmn n.:amﬂnsm n_..m
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41:34).

. bver the world, challenging the divinely given order, shares the
trogance of Leviathan. Humans in this case join the proud over

whom Leviathan is king
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	本期转载了一篇新闻，“印尼将把“洋垃圾”退回欧美”。它提醒人们这个世界的环境不公义问题。人类作为整体因着罪而损害玷污大自然，这是生态不公义。而地球人类中的西方富裕国家将垃圾废物运送到发展中国家，这是环境的不公义的一种表现。愿一切正直有良心的人，对这两种不义都警醒和反对。
	http://www.sohu.com/a/318040473_160909?spm=smpc.home.travel- news.1.1559413081200QcDHp96&_f=index_travelnews_0
	（观察者网讯）据新加坡联合早报7月2日报道，印度尼西亚周二（2日）说，他们将会把49个装满垃圾的货柜退回给发达国家和地区。据印尼峇淡岛的海关人员，这49个货柜装满了垃圾、塑料垃圾以及危险物品，而这些都违反了印尼进口条例。印尼海关发言人苏马尔那告诉法新社：“我们正在与进口商协调，要马上进行退回。”他指出，这些垃圾均来自于美国、澳大利亚、法国、德国等。
	全文见：
	http://www.sohu.com/a/324442211_115479?spm=smpc.home.top-news3.5.1562118970991RapwNQM&_f=index_news_10

