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B L LUIND VLN 1 Dsaauva avs
a5 a psalm of praise to God for his ‘generous extravagance’’
Bition and in provision for his creatures, for a world of huge
ify and complexity, a world of fecundity and abundance of
here is a pervasive sense of the world as God’s gift to all living
5. The God of this psalm is God the generous giver from
m all good things come[ﬂjas. 1:17).
) God’s ‘extravagance’ in creating so_many diverse creatute&.m“;‘tp
s in what William Brown calls the psalm’s ‘veritable Aax- o qien o

y of zoological species’,® as well as in the particular mention
fecundity of the sea (v 25: ‘creeping things innumerable ...
g things both small and great’). Indeed, the psalmist interrupts
f’taxonomy’ in order to comment: ‘LORD, how manifold are
Jlir works!”
) God’s generous provision for all these living creatures
fumanity, animals (domestic and wild), birds and sea creatures)

ovgam@“" :

Community of Creation 67

creation, sharing in God's appreciation of it, ®¥hat can enab
live rightly within it, to Jjoin with other creatures in living 8
praise of his glorv.




.shine (v 15), while the great sea monster Leviathan was
ereated by God to play in the ocean (v 26). There is a hint
i\ (v 31) that the creatures’ joy is a participation in God’s own
~ joy, the pleasure he takes in all he has created.

the breath of life — This is life itself, the fundament
that underlies all others and determines the r:::
others. The life, the breath of living things, is God’s
(‘spirit’) that he gives and takes as he pleases, non,,
Hiwmncinm life on Earth (vv 29-30). As Odil Steck
humans ‘and all living creatures are “elementally di
ent” on God’.%

water—This is essential for all life — and its need is e
obvious in the Middle East. It is very prominent h
10-13 and 16).

v,ﬂ.ro psalm portrays creation as completely and directly ‘
gdent on God's generous giving. There is a strong sense of Crol's
immediate and constant involvement with his creatures.

,! the same time as stressing dependence on God, the psalm jeg¢

this as empowerment. Birds build their nests, humans work
|"I“AI|
nd and sail ships, Leviathan plays.

) As well as the general categories of birds, wild animals,
.z__.zn animals, animals of the forest and sea creatures, seven

Jood — According to verse 28, God opens his ge;
hands and provides good things for all of his cre
Even the lons, hunting in'the forest at night, seck: . g creatures are specifically named: wild asses, humans, storks,

ol goats, coneys, lions, Leviathan. The number seven may be
|berate, since, as the number of completeness, it can be used to

cate that seven specific items are representative of the whole.

re significantly, it is worth noticing that, of the six non-human

tures listed here, Bnlnnlh:.n also among the ten animals in God’s WA
fillenge to Job: wild asses, mountain goats and lions. This u.\,ﬂd\b
Aghts the fact that the animals named are especially those that —«
e beyond the control of humans. Of course, this is also true of
fathan, who appears here in a much more innocent role than

prey from God (v 21) — an image we have already en
tered in Job.

habitat —The availability of water and the appropriat :
depends on the specific habitat God has provided fo
kind of creature: trees by water for birds, mountaing
mountain goats, rocky crags for coneys, arable lan|
humans, forests for lions and many oarnnm sea fo
innumerable creatures of the ocean. Our norﬁnBvo
awareness ?r»n we are destroying creatures by destro
their habitatsffollows very directly from the kind of €
logical understanding of nature that is to be found aln
in Psalm 104.

e has in Job.
:AS What place do humans have in this panorama of creation? &Q
They do receive a little more attention than other living things (vv

4415, 23 and 26 11 There are hints at a certain exceptionality:
Terences to domesticated animals (v 14: God makes the grass
fow for cattle), to agriculture (v 14), viticulture and arboriculture

times and seasons — The alternation of day and night,
regularity of the seasons of the year are an essential as|
of the Earth’s habitability for living creatures,
accommodates different creatures differently (vv 19
and 27).

ther of felow—creatureliness) Like other living creatures, humans
ave their own place in a creation where there are also innumer- AQ
ble fellow-creatures for whom God also provides life, place and %/ ¢

'-zza:m:na. Humans are part of God’s wonderfully diverse cre-
.-zc:, Brown comments that, compared with the@nthropocen-

Joy —The life God gives and resources is no mere utilita
survival, but has its goal in God’s creatures’ joy in rmm.
birds sing for joy (v 12),'° God’s provision for huma
includes wine to gladden the heart and oil to make the

68
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tling verse. Humans sailing the sea can certainly feel very Sma I

while Leviathan is perhaps the only creature sufficiently (arq.e

to seem at home in the vast ocean. The reference to ships 7

uggest that humanity is not so :_:‘@n%mh'\ll\g . _

ljor animals are, but it also portrays humans at their ,GOPHJ vilper able
mble. Knowing Leviathan from other passages .3 the

fgw Bible, including Job, we may see him as personifying the ¢hey 5

i that God overcame at creation and must thereafter keep at by

2: it reduce creation back to chaos. As such he is closely 45, ited

._.:i with the sea, itselfa manifestation of the primeval waters

liios. The vulnerability of humans foolhardy enough to travel

(ancient Tsraclites rarely did so) appears in the juxtaposition

ﬁ_a: ships with Leviathan. And yet Leviathan is not here the Ajeat

it of destruction, as he is in Job, but merely u _:o:wna._. (a |

ile?) playing in the ocean.!® Similarly, he appears in O.m:om_m 1,

f all, only in the reference to sea monsters, created i:v other

,n_..:_::av. on the fifth day (Gen. 1:21). Thus both Genesis 1 ar

in 104, by contrast with Job, have tamed the chaos monst "

a 40 have already eliminated the conflict of chaos with order and 3, it o

i# threat of cosmic destruction that Leviathan represents. In this w\s iy "

ct, as in others, they UOHES_ or

Bplan or eschatological way. . .

v After instancing many species individually, stressing their

yersity. the psalm goes on to bring them all together, humans and

pr unimals alike, in their common dependence on Ew Creator

¥ 27-30). What gives wholeness to this psalm’s reading of @.ﬁ

d is not human mastery over it or the value humans set on it,

Il (in contemporary terms) globalisation, but the value of all

itod things for God. This is a theocentric, not an anthropocen-

orld. God’s own rejoicing in his works (v 31) funds the

t's rejoicing (v 34), as he praises God, not merely for human

and creation’s benefits for humans, but for God’s glory seen E 55

whole creation. In a different way from Job, the psalmist is [ |
en out of himself, lifted out of the limited human preoccupa- .*

it that dominate most of our lives, by his contemplation of the

il of God’s creation. This is the kind of appreciation of God’s

.Eom_n A1 e<o:E prefer to say that this psalm is prir

t\I.MMmOnnnn:W)Vm:m that its picture of an ecological creation

within its theocentric praise of God for his creation. “With no
of r:_ﬁg this Psalm plays out joy in God.and nj
both 1) Stain—" 3
(7) The whole picture is almost without exception vo
There is reference to death, but it seems to be simply accepte
part of the natural cycle of life and death (v 29). God »vv
causes earthquakes and volcanic eruptions (v 32: he ‘looks o
earth and it trembles’, he ‘touches the mountains w:& ,
smoke’). But these are probably understood as aspects o
Em they were at Mount Sinai, manifestations of God’s
(v 31), rather than as causing innocent suffering, This en
positive view of creation resembles that of Genesis 114
whatever reason, the psalmist resolutely withholds any _:a_n« |
that there might be anything wrong in God’s created world —
(and the exception is therefore all the more nmEE,_CErV
almost at the end of the psalm, interrupting his praise, the ps
prays: ‘Let sinners be consumed from the e and let the wig
be e no more’ (v 35a). Humans are the creatures who spoil
otherwise rosy picture of the world. Walter Brueggemann sug
that the sinners

are those who refuse to receive life in creation on nm::mf
generous extravagance, no doubt in order to practice a L
hoarding autonomy in denial that creation is indeed

governed and held by its Creator. Creation has within it
sovereign seriousness of God, who will not tolerate the
violation of the terms of creation, which are terms of gif
dependence and extravagance.!s

This human despoiling of creation is in fact the psalm’s stron
indication of human exceptionality.

(8) In the account of the sea there is specific mention of ‘shil
and ‘Leviathan’ (v 26), as though both were species of sea creatul
illustrations of the ‘small’ and ‘great’ creatures mentioned i inig
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