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Nature that Nurtures

June 20, 2019
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2019/06/20/nature-that-nurtures/

The Nature that Nurtures guide, written by Mary Westervelt with layout and graphics by Lauren
Diamond, tells the story of how one church, Trinity Presbyterian Church in Berwyn, PA, a
certified Earth Care Congregation, began the process of changing their grounds to be better
stewards of God'’s earth. Below, the author reflects on the beginnings of this project. Photos by
Mary Westervelt.
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I've always loved growing plants but never had much interest in formal gardens. | love walking
in the woods or the meadow and seeing what’s growing with what, what’s blooming, and
what’s attracting birds and butterflies among other creatures. On the other hand, gardens
populated with whatever’s in bloom at the box garden store, each individual surrounded by a
mound of mulch, bore me and just make me think of the chore of maintaining that look. Is this
really ‘curb appeal’? How many others feel the way | do when they see the usual landscaping in
the latest suburban development?

In 2015, | presented the idea to our pastor and the head of Building and Grounds. They were
enthusiastic. Nature that Nurtures was written to journal the process and lessons learned at
Trinity as we have moved from landscaping that does harm to the environment, to landscaping
that maximizes health in our local environment. While doing so, we’ve been able to create
gardens that appeal to people as well — thereby working to change the meaning of the term
‘curbside appeal!’

| hope our journey inspires other congregations and homeowners to do the same.
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