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2022Counting Birds at Christmas
BT B ITEGEDN

For birders, December and early January is a favourite time of year. Not only is it the
holiday season, but Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) are taking place all across Ontario. A
count is held during a single calendar day covers the area of a circle measuring
24 kilometres in diameter. The circle is divided up into a number of sectors, with each sector
being covered by a different group of observers. The birders are out from dawn until dusk
recording not only the different species seen but also the number of individual birds. Some
observers actually start before dawn in the hope of hearing owls. Considerable time is also
spent tactfully peering into people's yards to see what is coming to their feeder. You do not
have to be an expert to take part in a bird count. Simply extra eyes and ears in the group
invariably leads to more birds being counted. You can also participate as a “feeder watcher.”
If you can devote at least two hours to watching your feeder on count day, your sightings can
be phoned in and included.
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Depending on what sort of weather has prevailed during the fall and on the availability of
natural foods such as berries and cones, the number of species counted changes
considerably from year to year. A mild fall means more species, since some birds will linger
in our area before heading south or perishing. A heavy wild grape crop will probably allow
greater numbers of robins and waxwings to overwinter, while plentiful pine and spruce cones
might attract various species of winter finches.The weather on the day of the count can have
a major impact, as well, especially if there is heavy snow or rain. On average, the
Peterborough count records about 50 species, but counts on Lake Ontario, for example
those in Kingston, often tally more than 100 different species. In comparison, a CBC held in
Panama each year usually comes up with over 300 species! The count results are submitted
to the National Audubon Society in Washington D.C. The data, collected over a long period
of time, can provide valuable information on the relative abundance and distribution of bird
species. A Christmas Bird Count, however, is other things as well. It serves as a welcome
break from the stress and consumerism of the holiday season and as an excuse to get
together with other birders for some friendly competition and camaraderie.
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Some Commonly Recorded Species on Central and Eastern Ontario Christmas Bird Counts
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Mallard*, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Common Goldeneye*, White-breasted Nuthatch,
Common Merganser*, Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Sharp-shinned Hawk™,
Cooper's Hawk*, American Robin*, Red-tailed Hawk*, European Starling, Bald Eagle,
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Cedar Waxwing, Ruffed Grouse, American Tree Sparrow, Ring-billed Gull*, Dark-eyed
Junco, Herring Gull*, Snow Bunting, Rock Pigeon, Northern Cardinal*, Mourning
Dove*, Pine Grosbeak™™, Great Horned Owl, White-winged Crossbill*, Red Crossbill**,
Barred Owl, Downy Woodpecker, House Finch*, Hairy Woodpecker, Purple Finch**,
Pileated Woodpecker, Pine Siskin**, Common Redpoll **, Northern Shrike, Blue Jay,
Hoary Redpoll**, American Crow, American Goldfinch, Common Raven, Evening
Grosbeak **, Black-capped Chickadee, House Sparrow*usually restricted to counts south

of the Canadian Shield **numbers fluctuate greatly from year-to-year .Can be
completely absent.
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Golden maple leaf falling snow
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