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FHE MREBIRKCKM (From Alpha to Omega)

EFAEX —EMNEETHE IHAL TR RESY:, BwHid. higd Wiz
BEREBIHA MG, ARk e, RImPEERIHA . 7 B RIES
MaE, BT BRI E &gy, mibi e AMEENY, w. “—UImam”
(all things, ta panta; MERFZZLERNERELFHEARREREE, HEDLZ—FF
1), W AREREERZEY, MFE R BT ”  Cheaven and earth) (K
28: 18) ; “JL=Zi&H)” (the whole creation, pasa ktisis) (A] 16: 15; P4 1:
23) ;5 “MH” (world, kosmos) , EEFEFRNEMF. At EiEREERFHAEL Y.
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https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MTExNTQ5NDc4MQ==&mid=2656768297&idx=1&sn=6ac52b9552e3ed41a2cb028455f69b17&chksm=71ed5f3b469ad62dc7bc38793e9532ca7b5a437c3181243fc922aba336b3850a95ab3e4fd2f4&mpshare=1&scene=1&srcid=0408DiqJirVVlSZpra3ftlQV&sharer_sharetime=1586285666309&sharer_shareid=29c15f2a3c474fd9e0b7a0fd7217936f&exportkey=Ai4Oe2UDueEr58FidzwKn%2FI%3D&pass_ticket=iS9MIHiRtZG8kDW9c09R41CfRHYNdEgR1dTrW6MEqtEA%2BHYALyhwvYIu1TPhnDud#rd
https://news.sina.com.cn/w/2020-03-01/doc-iimxyqvz7049952.shtml?cre=tianyi&mod=pchp&loc=34&r=0&rfunc=28&tj=none&tr=12
https://news.sina.com.cn/w/2020-03-01/doc-iimxyqvz7049952.shtml?cre=tianyi&mod=pchp&loc=34&r=0&rfunc=28&tj=none&tr=12

Case Study of how United Presbyterian Church of Superior, Washington (UPC) Reduced
Its Carbon Emissions, provided by Dean Hecht 42845 [ i) Superior BEG K EH S EHR

D8 BB HEB I SR 61

About May of 2008 | received a call from Deb Carroll, a former teaching colleague of mine, and
an organizing member of the Twin Ports Interfaith Global Warming Initiative (TPIGWI).

Deb was wishing there was a greater response to the 200 invitations sent to Duluth,
MN | Superior, WI area churches. There was not a single response from any Superior area
Congregation. So | asked for and was granted permission to represent UPC at the first meeting.

Once there, | discovered a recommendation from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church USA urging congregations to take seriously the restoration of God’s creation, and to
reduce their carbon footprints. We were charged that day to do something concrete, sustainable,
and measurable. In addition, we were to keep records and return next year with a report on our
progress.

Since gas was almost $4 per gallon at that time, I chose as UPC’s goal: to voluntarily reduce the
number of miles we drive. It seemed every age group could participate if they were interested.
As examples:

o If they were too young to drive they could suggest ideas to their parents on how to avoid
acar

o Ifthey were able to walk they could grab their backpack and water bottle and walk to
errands — getting the benefit of exercise as a bonus.

o Ifthey were able to bike they could grab their backpack, water bottle and bike to
appointments or errands. (I was at Menard’s one day when a clerk saw my bike. He
said, “There’s the most efficient form of transportation known to humanity”.

o Ifthey weren’t able to walk or bike I invited them to ride the bus. I offered to get them a
schedule and show them how to use.

e Ifthey couldn’t do any of these, I invited them to car (Sunday morning to church for
example). | asked them to look in their church directory, see who lives along their route
to worship, and consider giving them a call. (Since then we have established a motor
pool. We currently have 2 alternating regular drivers and 3 riders when they are all
healthy enough to attend worship).

We kicked off our Carbon Cutting Congregation project with a presentation during the “Minute
for Mission” segment during Sunday worship. Then offered slips like the sample below in the
Sunday bulletin , monthly newsletter , and on a table in the back of church.

Other carbon cutting measures include: Washing clothes in cold water (5 Ibs./load); hanging
clothes on the line (5 Ibs./load); and turning off unsued lights (0.1 Ib./light).

Some sample slips that came in were: “Walking to church, .5 mi. round trip”, and “biking to

church, 2 mi., round trip”. The Sclunitt family, a soccer family, organized a 7 family car pool to
a tournament in Hibbing and saved several hundred miles in one event.
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On Sunday mornings, churchgoers document their carbon cutting contributions on them and drop
them in the offering plate. Later the trustees give me the slips and | compile cumulative totals for
each category as well as our overall carbon cutting, in tons. This is displayed on an A-frame in
the back of church. It’s great fun to see the numbers rise. It’s like watching the red column on the
United Way fund raising thermometer climb. To date we’ve had 39 people participate.

Beyond those 39, many others have said, “You know, I do that but I just don’t write it down and
turn it in.” To which I respond, “That’s wonderful, that means our total is just the tip of a very
big iceberg. The important thing is that you are doing something, and besides, God knows how
much carbon you’ve saved!”

The new church secretary, Trac Rasmus, (and her current successor, Leah Robertson) have been
very creative in conserving their use of copy paper in the design of bulletins and newsletters .

And just recently several groups have reported that they voluntarily avoided using Styrofoam
cups for fellowship events to save on petroleum use and landfill longevity. (We don’t currently
have conversion estimates for how much carbon is saved by these last three actions.)

To keep awareness up in the congregation, we have occasional articles in our monthly newsletter
featuring guest editorialists, environmental tips from other sources, and new ideas from within
the congregation.

We also use the “minute for mission” time during worship for an occasional update or guest
speaker such as a local TV Meteorologist. (Shannon Murphy spoke before she moved on to a
new market.)

Finally, we try to recycle at the church just as much as we do at home. We have four bins. One in
the office, one in the choir area, and the other two are in the kitchen for plastics, glass, tin cans,
and clean cardboard. Our church has now contracted for curbside pickup. If there is too much for
our bin | just make a trip to 1021 Garfield Av. where AA Rolloff has a drop off-site for Hartel
Recycling which now has the Superior Residential Curbside Recycling account.

Thank You, and may we be right with God, right with our neighbor, and be right with the earth
God has given us.

1-12-13 19729 1028 1877 29945 Ibs. or almost 15
TONS! ‘
9-8-13 20254 1055 2197 32085 Ibs. or over 16
TONS!
5-13-14 20779 1082 2750 35390 Ibs. oralmost 18 ‘
TONS!! ‘
1-5-15 21214 1105 2837 36385 Ibs. or over 18
TONS!
nrv-5 21649 1z 3307 390751bs. or 19.5 TONS!
7-10-16 22345 1ns3 %27 413951bs. or 20.7 Tons!

*ataverage of 19.2/mpg, rounded to nearest gallon
** at 20 Ib./gal. of gas and 51bs./ load of clothes either washed in cold water or not dried in dryer
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